
Sec. 10-4a. Educational interests of state identified. For purposes of sections 10-4, 10-4b and 10-
220, the educational interests of the state shall include, but not be limited to, the concern of the state 
that (1) each child shall have for the period prescribed in the general statutes equal opportunity to 
receive a suitable program of educational experiences; (2) each school district shall finance at a 
reasonable level at least equal to the minimum expenditure requirement pursuant to the provisions of 
section 10-262j an educational program designed to achieve this end; (3) in order to reduce racial, 
ethnic and economic isolation, each school district shall provide educational opportunities for its 
students to interact with students and teachers from other racial, ethnic, and economic backgrounds 
and may provide such opportunities with students from other communities; and (4) the mandates in the 
general statutes pertaining to education within the jurisdiction of the State Board of Education be 
implemented. 
 
      (1969, P.A. 690, S. 1; P.A. 79-128, S. 10, 36; P.A. 89-124, S. 7, 13; P.A. 97-290, S. 1, 29.) 
 
      History: P.A. 79-128 required financing of educational program "at least equal to the minimum 
expenditure requirement pursuant to the provisions of section 10-262e"; P.A. 89-124 substituted a 
reference to Sec. 10-262j for a reference to Sec. 10-262e which was repealed by Sec. 12 of the act; 
P.A. 97-290 added new Subdiv. (3) re reduction in racial, ethnic and economic isolation, redesignated 
former Subdiv. (3) as Subdiv. (4) and made technical changes, effective July 1, 1997. 
 
      State's interest in educational equality recognized; present system of school financing, relying 
principally on local property taxes, violates this principle and is unconstitutional. 172 C. 615. Cited. 179 
C. 694. Cited. 187 C. 187. Cited. 195 C. 24. Cited. 226 C. 704. Cited. 228 C. 699. Cited. 238 C. 1. 
 
      Cited. 44 CA 179. 
 
      Cited. 29 CS 397. Cited. 36 CS 293. 



Sec. 10-15. Towns to maintain schools. Public schools including kindergartens shall be maintained in 
each town for at least one hundred eighty days of actual school sessions during each year. When 
public school sessions are cancelled for reasons of inclement weather or otherwise, the rescheduled 
sessions shall not be held on Saturday or Sunday. Public schools may conduct weekend education 
programs to provide supplemental and remedial services to students. The State Board of Education (1) 
may authorize the shortening of any school year for a school district, a school or a portion of a school 
on account of an unavoidable emergency, and (2) may authorize implementation of scheduling of 
school sessions to permit full year use of facilities which may not offer each child one hundred eighty 
days of school sessions within a given school year, but which assures an opportunity for each child to 
average a minimum of one hundred eighty days of school sessions per year during thirteen years of 
educational opportunity in the elementary and secondary schools. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
this section and section 10-16, the State Board of Education may, upon application by a local or 
regional board of education, approve for any single school year, in whole or in part, a plan to implement 
alternative scheduling of school sessions which assures at least four hundred fifty hours of actual 
school work for nursery schools and half-day kindergartens and at least nine hundred hours of actual 
school work for full-day kindergartens and grades one to twelve, inclusive. 
      (1949 Rev., S. 1349; 1967, P.A. 288, S. 1; 1971, P.A. 370, S. 1; 442; 1972, P.A. 120, S. 1; P.A. 75-
284; P.A. 77-614, S. 302, 610; P.A. 78-218, S. 9; P.A. 80-241; P.A. 88-123; P.A. 98-243, S. 12, 25; 
June Sp. Sess. P.A. 99-1, S. 36, 51.) 
 
      History: 1967 act included kindergartens and changed usual minimum age for entrance from six to 
five; 1971 acts rewrote provision concerning studies of alcohol and narcotics effects to include nicotine, 
tobacco and all controlled drugs and their effect on citizenship and personality as well as on health and 
character and specified that rescheduled school sessions may not be held on Saturday or Sunday; 
1972 act added provision allowing full year use of facilities "which may not offer each child one hundred 
eighty days of school sessions within a given school year" but which will average out as one hundred 
eighty days per year over thirteen-year course of education; P.A. 75-284 forbade discrimination on 
grounds of sex, religion or national origin and required equal participation opportunities for any child in 
any school activity, program or course of study; P.A. 77-614 substituted commissioner of education for 
secretary of state board of education, effective January 1, 1979; P.A. 78-218 deleted provisions dealing 
with age of students, discrimination and equal opportunity and deleted detailed prescribed course of 
study; P.A. 80-241 added provisions concerning alternate scheduling of school sessions; P.A. 88-123 
added Subdiv. designations and in Subdiv. (1) added "for a school district, a school or a portion of 
school"; P.A. 98-243 added language to set different requirements for half and full-day kindergarten 
programs, effective July 1, 1998; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 99-1 authorized public schools to conduct 
weekend education programs to provide supplemental and remedial services to students, effective July 
1, 1999 (Revisor's note: The phrase "... full-day kindergarten and grades one to twelve, inclusive." at 
the end of the section was changed editorially by the Revisors to "... full-day kindergartens and grades 
one to twelve, inclusive." for consistency). 
 
      What constitutes residence of a child for school purposes. 59 C. 491. Discretion of board of 
education to prescribe particular subjects is to be independently exercised. 127 C. 351. See note to 
chapter 106. Cited. 135 C. 582. Cited. 147 C. 374. Cited. 152 C. 151. Cited. 218 C. 1. Cited. 238 C. 1. 
 
      Cited. 26 CS 123. Health instruction and physical education courses authorized, when. 29 CS 397. 
Plaintiff, eligible for public schooling, has standing to bring action for declaratory judgment that the 
distribution of funds for public schools do not meet constitutional standards. 31 CS 379. 



Sec. 10-16. Length of school year. Each school district shall provide in each school year no less than 
one hundred and eighty days of actual school sessions for grades kindergarten to twelve, inclusive, 
nine hundred hours of actual school work for full-day kindergarten and grades one to twelve, inclusive, 
and four hundred and fifty hours of half-day kindergarten, provided school districts shall not count more 
than seven hours of actual school work in any school day towards the total required for the school year. 
If weather conditions result in an early dismissal or a delayed opening of school, a school district which 
maintains separate morning and afternoon half-day kindergarten sessions may provide either a 
morning or afternoon half-day kindergarten session on such day. 
 
      (1949 Rev., S. 1350; 1961, P.A. 86; 1967, P.A. 186, S. 1; P.A. 77-262; P.A. 79-128, S. 4, 36; P.A. 
81-78, S. 1, 2; P.A. 82-106, S. 1, 2; P.A. 85-37, S. 1, 2; P.A. 96-161, S. 1, 13; P.A. 98-243, S. 13, 25.) 
 
      History: 1961 act added provisions for computing half a school day and for dismissal because of 
weather conditions, and changed the technical language; 1967 act included nursery schools in 
provision for two and one-half hour school day; P.A. 77-262 established two hour session as school day 
when nursery school or kindergarten dismissed early because of weather conditions or scheduled early 
closing; P.A. 79-128 deleted qualifying phrase "For the purpose of apportionment" with regard to 
determination of school days; P.A. 81-78 required that beginning with the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1983, each school district shall provide no less than four hundred fifty hours of actual school work for 
nursery schools and kindergartens and no less than nine hundred hours of actual school work for 
grades one to twelve; P.A. 82-106 repealed requirement that no less than four hundred fifty hours of 
actual school work be provided for nursery school and kindergarten students; P.A. 85-37 amended 
section to require one hundred eighty days of actual school sessions and to allow school districts to 
count up to seven hours per school day towards the required yearly number of hours; P.A. 96-161 
removed requirements for the length of the school day, added requirement for no less than four 
hundred fifty hours of kindergarten for a school year and added provision allowing school districts which 
maintain separate kindergarten sessions to provide either a morning or afternoon session if weather 
conditions result in an early dismissal or delayed opening of school, effective June 3, 1996; P.A. 98-243 
added language to set different requirements for half and full-day kindergarten programs, effective July 
1, 1998. 
 
       



Sec. 10-16. Length of school year. Each school district shall provide in each school year no less than 
one hundred and eighty days of actual school sessions for grades kindergarten to twelve, inclusive, 
nine hundred hours of actual school work for full-day kindergarten and grades one to twelve, inclusive, 
and four hundred and fifty hours of half-day kindergarten, provided school districts shall not count more 
than seven hours of actual school work in any school day towards the total required for the school year. 
If weather conditions result in an early dismissal or a delayed opening of school, a school district which 
maintains separate morning and afternoon half-day kindergarten sessions may provide either a 
morning or afternoon half-day kindergarten session on such day. 
 
      (1949 Rev., S. 1350; 1961, P.A. 86; 1967, P.A. 186, S. 1; P.A. 77-262; P.A. 79-128, S. 4, 36; P.A. 
81-78, S. 1, 2; P.A. 82-106, S. 1, 2; P.A. 85-37, S. 1, 2; P.A. 96-161, S. 1, 13; P.A. 98-243, S. 13, 25.) 
 
      History: 1961 act added provisions for computing half a school day and for dismissal because of 
weather conditions, and changed the technical language; 1967 act included nursery schools in 
provision for two and one-half hour school day; P.A. 77-262 established two hour session as school day 
when nursery school or kindergarten dismissed early because of weather conditions or scheduled early 
closing; P.A. 79-128 deleted qualifying phrase "For the purpose of apportionment" with regard to 
determination of school days; P.A. 81-78 required that beginning with the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1983, each school district shall provide no less than four hundred fifty hours of actual school work for 
nursery schools and kindergartens and no less than nine hundred hours of actual school work for 
grades one to twelve; P.A. 82-106 repealed requirement that no less than four hundred fifty hours of 
actual school work be provided for nursery school and kindergarten students; P.A. 85-37 amended 
section to require one hundred eighty days of actual school sessions and to allow school districts to 
count up to seven hours per school day towards the required yearly number of hours; P.A. 96-161 
removed requirements for the length of the school day, added requirement for no less than four 
hundred fifty hours of kindergarten for a school year and added provision allowing school districts which 
maintain separate kindergarten sessions to provide either a morning or afternoon session if weather 
conditions result in an early dismissal or delayed opening of school, effective June 3, 1996; P.A. 98-243 
added language to set different requirements for half and full-day kindergarten programs, effective July 
1, 1998. 



 Sec. 10-24b. Fee when course offered outside regular school hours. Any board of education 
under whose authority a course of study of motor vehicle operation is offered may, if such course is 
offered at hours other than those in the regular school day, charge as a fee for such course an amount 
not to exceed the per pupil cost of maintaining said course. 
 
      (1959, P.A. 672, S. 3; P.A. 75-479, S. 22, 25.) 
 
      History: P.A. 75-479 allowed charge for course which does not exceed per pupil cost rather than 
"the difference between the per pupil grant received under the provisions of Sec. 10-24a" (now 
repealed) and the per pupil cost. 
 
       



Sec. 10-73a. Adult education fees and charges; waivers. Adult education school activity fund. 
(a) Tuition or registration fees shall not be charged by any school district to adults enrolled in any adult 
class or program required under subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 10-69. Registration fees 
may be charged by a providing school district or cooperating eligible entity to a cooperating school 
district for any adult residents of such cooperating district who are enrolled in any adult class or 
program of adult classes maintained by such providing school district or cooperating eligible entity and 
required by said section. 
 
      (b) The board of education of any providing school district may charge a registration fee for 
residents of a cooperating school district registered for any subject offered pursuant to subdivision (2) 
of subsection (a) of section 10-69 in an amount greater than the registration fee charged for residents 
of such providing school district registered for any such subject. 
 
      (c) The board of education of any providing school district may fix and collect a charge from any 
student for books and materials furnished such student in any adult class or activity or program of adult 
classes or activities, or may lend books or materials to any such student and require the making of 
deposits by such student, except as provided in this subsection and subsection (e) of this section. The 
amount of such deposit made by a student may be refunded upon the return, in good condition, of the 
books or materials lent him. A refundable deposit may be required by the board of education of any 
providing school district from adult students who are enrolled in any program required under section 10-
69 for books or materials furnished to such students for use in such program, provided such deposit 
shall not exceed the actual cost of such books or materials. The amount of such deposit made by a 
student shall be refunded upon the return, in good condition, of the books or materials lent him. The 
board of education of any providing school district may collect a charge from a cooperating school 
district for any books or materials furnished to adult students who are residents of such cooperating 
school district and are enrolled in any program required under section 10-69 for use in such program. 
No charge may be made to any adult enrolled in the classes and activities pursuant to subdivision (1) of 
subsection (a) of section 10-69 offered by a cooperating eligible entity. 
 
      (d) The board of education of any providing school district may waive fees of any kind to a 
handicapped adult, as defined by the State Board of Education, or to a person sixty-two years of age or 
older registered for, or enrolled in, adult programs, classes or activities permitted by subdivision (2) of 
section 10-69, provided such board may charge a cooperating school district (1) a registration fee for 
any handicapped adult or any person sixty-two years of age or older who is a resident of such 
cooperating district and who is enrolled, through cooperative arrangements approved by the State 
Board of Education, in any adult class or program of adult classes maintained by such providing school 
district and required under section 10-69; and (2) a charge for any books or materials furnished to any 
such person for use in any adult class or activity or program of adult classes or activities required under 
section 10-69 or permitted by subdivision (2) of section 10-69. 
 
      (e) The board of education of any providing school district which collects fees may establish and 
maintain in its custody an adult education school activity fund through which it may handle the finances 
of the adult education program as outlined in this section, said fund to be maintained and operated in 
conformance with the provisions of section 10-237. 
 
      (1961, P.A. 512, S. 4; P.A. 74-281, S. 3; P.A. 75-576, S. 3; P.A. 81-397, S. 7; P.A. 83-122, S. 1, 2; 
P.A. 84-325, S. 4, 7; P.A. 87-499, S. 32, 34; 87-589, S. 46, 87; P.A. 95-259, S. 8, 32; P.A. 96-244, S. 
10, 63.) 
 
      History: P.A. 74-281 substituted "school district" for "town", amended Subsec. (a) to replace 
provision prohibiting charge for English and Americanization courses, elementary courses or high 
school completion courses with provision prohibiting fees for classes required by Subsecs. (a) and (b) 
of Sec. 10-71, i.e. Americanization and citizenship courses and courses usually provided in elementary 
and secondary schools in state, deleted former Subsec. (b) re two-dollar charge for other courses, 
renumbering remaining subsections accordingly, amended Subsec. (b), formerly (c), to allow charge for 



classes offered by petition and for nonresident students, retaining exemption for the handicapped and 
elderly, and made other technical changes; P.A. 75-576 deleted former Subsec. (a) and inserted 
definitions, deleted former Subsec. (b) and inserted new provisions prohibiting charge for courses 
required to be offered except in cooperative arrangements between school districts, inserted new 
Subsecs. (c) and (d) clarifying charges allowed under Subsec. (b), designated former Subsec. (c) as 
Subsec. (e) and added provisions prohibiting book charges for courses required to be offered except in 
cooperative arrangements between districts, added new Subsec. (f) clarifying when fees charged 
handicapped or elderly adults and designated former Subsec. (d) as Subsec. (g); P.A. 81-397 included 
regional educational service centers as sponsoring school districts, increased maximum registration fee 
from eight to fifteen dollars per subject for specified courses and replaced provision which allowed 
handicapped and elderly adults to enroll "in any adult program, class or activity" free of charge with 
provision allowing them to enroll in "two or fewer" adult programs, classes or activities; P.A. 83-122 
amended Subsec. (e) to allow board to charge refundable deposit for books or materials lent to 
students; P.A. 84-325 amended Subsec. (c) allowing boards to charge residents of a nonsponsoring 
school district a fee for courses taken which may exceed the registration fee charged to residents of the 
sponsoring board, deleted Subsec. (d) re fee charged for any subject or activity which the board chose 
to offer, relettered the subsequent subsections accordingly, amended new Subsec. (e) allowing boards 
to waive the fee for handicapped or elderly adults enrolled in or registered for any number of adult 
programs, rather than prohibiting the charging of the fee if such adult was enrolled in or registered for 
two or more classes, deleted Subdivs. (2) and (3) in said Subsec. (e) re registration fees to be charged 
and renumbered former Subdiv. (4); P.A. 87-499 provided that registration fees may be charged by a 
sponsoring school district to a cooperating eligible entity in Subsec. (b) and that no charge be made to 
any adult enrolled in certain activities offered by cooperating eligible entities in Subsec. (d); P.A. 87-589 
made technical changes in Subsec. (b); P.A. 95-259 changed the terminology used to describe school 
districts, deleted definitions which were added to Sec. 10-67 and made technical changes, effective 
July 1, 1995; P.A. 96-244 made technical changes and in Subsec. (a) substituted "adults" for "adult 
residents of such district", effective July 1, 1996. 



Sec. 10-73a. Adult education fees and charges; waivers. Adult education school activity fund. 
(a) Tuition or registration fees shall not be charged by any school district to adults enrolled in any adult 
class or program required under subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 10-69. Registration fees 
may be charged by a providing school district or cooperating eligible entity to a cooperating school 
district for any adult residents of such cooperating district who are enrolled in any adult class or 
program of adult classes maintained by such providing school district or cooperating eligible entity and 
required by said section. 
 
      (b) The board of education of any providing school district may charge a registration fee for 
residents of a cooperating school district registered for any subject offered pursuant to subdivision (2) 
of subsection (a) of section 10-69 in an amount greater than the registration fee charged for residents 
of such providing school district registered for any such subject. 
 
      (c) The board of education of any providing school district may fix and collect a charge from any 
student for books and materials furnished such student in any adult class or activity or program of adult 
classes or activities, or may lend books or materials to any such student and require the making of 
deposits by such student, except as provided in this subsection and subsection (e) of this section. The 
amount of such deposit made by a student may be refunded upon the return, in good condition, of the 
books or materials lent him. A refundable deposit may be required by the board of education of any 
providing school district from adult students who are enrolled in any program required under section 10-
69 for books or materials furnished to such students for use in such program, provided such deposit 
shall not exceed the actual cost of such books or materials. The amount of such deposit made by a 
student shall be refunded upon the return, in good condition, of the books or materials lent him. The 
board of education of any providing school district may collect a charge from a cooperating school 
district for any books or materials furnished to adult students who are residents of such cooperating 
school district and are enrolled in any program required under section 10-69 for use in such program. 
No charge may be made to any adult enrolled in the classes and activities pursuant to subdivision (1) of 
subsection (a) of section 10-69 offered by a cooperating eligible entity. 
 
      (d) The board of education of any providing school district may waive fees of any kind to a 
handicapped adult, as defined by the State Board of Education, or to a person sixty-two years of age or 
older registered for, or enrolled in, adult programs, classes or activities permitted by subdivision (2) of 
section 10-69, provided such board may charge a cooperating school district (1) a registration fee for 
any handicapped adult or any person sixty-two years of age or older who is a resident of such 
cooperating district and who is enrolled, through cooperative arrangements approved by the State 
Board of Education, in any adult class or program of adult classes maintained by such providing school 
district and required under section 10-69; and (2) a charge for any books or materials furnished to any 
such person for use in any adult class or activity or program of adult classes or activities required under 
section 10-69 or permitted by subdivision (2) of section 10-69. 
 
      (e) The board of education of any providing school district which collects fees may establish and 
maintain in its custody an adult education school activity fund through which it may handle the finances 
of the adult education program as outlined in this section, said fund to be maintained and operated in 
conformance with the provisions of section 10-237. 
 
      (1961, P.A. 512, S. 4; P.A. 74-281, S. 3; P.A. 75-576, S. 3; P.A. 81-397, S. 7; P.A. 83-122, S. 1, 2; 
P.A. 84-325, S. 4, 7; P.A. 87-499, S. 32, 34; 87-589, S. 46, 87; P.A. 95-259, S. 8, 32; P.A. 96-244, S. 
10, 63.) 
 
      History: P.A. 74-281 substituted "school district" for "town", amended Subsec. (a) to replace 
provision prohibiting charge for English and Americanization courses, elementary courses or high 
school completion courses with provision prohibiting fees for classes required by Subsecs. (a) and (b) 
of Sec. 10-71, i.e. Americanization and citizenship courses and courses usually provided in elementary 
and secondary schools in state, deleted former Subsec. (b) re two-dollar charge for other courses, 
renumbering remaining subsections accordingly, amended Subsec. (b), formerly (c), to allow charge for 






































































































































