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RE: Student Transportation on School Trips 
  
 
Dear Senator Duff: 
 
I am responding to your inquiry regarding whether parents who transport 
students in personal vehicles for school trips are required to obtain special 
endorsements to their operator’s licenses. Assuming that these parents are not 
being compensated for their services pursuant to a contract with a school 
district, they are not required to obtain any type of passenger endorsement.  
 
Section 14-36a of the Connecticut General Statutes specifies the classification and 
endorsements needed for the operation of particular vehicles used in public 
passenger transportation.  In the context of student transportation, Section 14-
36a(b) authorizes a person holding a commercial driver license (CDL) with  P 
and  S endorsements to operate a school bus in the State of Connecticut.  Section 
14-36a(c) authorizes a person with a CDL or a regular operator’s license to 
operate the following vehicles provided he or she has the appropriate 
endorsement:     

 
“ ‘V’ authorizes the transportation of passengers in a student 
transportation vehicle as defined in section 14-212, or any vehicle that 
requires an “A” or an “F” endorsement;   
 
“A” authorizes the transportation of passengers in an activity vehicle, as 
defined in section 14-1, or any vehicle that requires an “F” 
endorsement…”   
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The definition of “student transportation vehicle” (STV) contained in 
section 14-212(8) of the Connecticut General Statutes is “…[A]ny motor 
vehicle other than a registered school bus used by a carrier for the 
transportation of students, including children requiring special 
education.”  An activity vehicle is a “student transportation vehicle that 
is used to transport students in connection with school-sponsored 
events and activities, but is not used to transport students to and from 
school.” 

A parent may be transporting students in connection with school-
sponsored events and activities, but his or her vehicle does not qualify 
as an activity vehicle because it does not meet the definition of an STV. 
The personal vehicle of a volunteer parent is not a “motor vehicle 
used… for the transportation of students.”  It is a passenger motor 
vehicle used for the personal use of the owner, which may include 
volunteering to transport students to a school-related activity. 
Furthermore, an STV is defined as a motor vehicle used by a 
“carrier…”  A parent operating his or her passenger vehicle does not 
fall within the definition of a “carrier”.  The term “carrier” is defined as: 

“… (A) any local or regional school district, any educational 
institution providing elementary or secondary education or any 
person, firm or corporation under contract to such district or 
institution engaged in the business of transporting school 
children; (B) any person, firm or corporation providing 
transportation for compensation exclusively to persons under 
the age of twenty-one years; or (C) any corporation, institution 
or nonprofit organization providing transportation as an 
ancillary service primarily to persons under the age of eighteen 
years…” 

There are a number of statutory and regulatory requirements that 
pertain to STVs and their operators. For example, Conn. Gen. Stat. 
section 14-25c governs the registration of an STV and requires the 
issuance of distinctive marker plates for the vehicle. The minimum 
insurance requirements for STVs are distinct from those for passenger 
vehicles, and are specified in section 14-29.  Section 14-102a requires an 
inspection of each STV before initial registration, and at each 
registration renewal.  Sections 14-275c-36 through 14-275c-43 of the 
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies mandate various 
requirements for the inspection, maintenance and repair of STVs.  
Sections 14-275c-44 through 14-275c-53 of the Regulations of 
Connecticut State Agencies detail carriers’ responsibilities for the 
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qualification and oversight of drivers, and impose on carriers specific 
record-keeping requirements. 

Section 14-276a(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes requires an operator of 
a school bus or an STV to provide evidence that he or she meets minimum 
physical requirements, and has successfully completed a course in safety 
training pursuant to the guidelines in sections 14-276a-1 through 14-276a-15 
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.  Section 14-276a(d) requires 
the operator of a school bus or an STV to undergo drug testing by submitting 
to a urinalysis.  

The statutes and regulations governing STVs and their operators do not 
contemplate the inclusion of the family vehicle as an STV, or the inclusion of 
parents operating family vehicles in the class of people requiring “V” or “A” 
endorsements to their operator’s licenses. 
 
If I may assist you further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sharon Geanuracos 
Motor Vehicle Regulations and Administrative Advisor 
 
Copy:  Dean O’Brien 
  John Yacavone, Esq. 
  
 
 

 
 


